3RD NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH FINANCING CONFERENCE
The 3rd National Community Health Financing (CHF) conference was held on 8 th - 9th
November, 2018 at Imperial Royale Hotel, Kampala.
The theme of the conference was ‘enabling effective participation of the informal
sector in community health financing and other social protection initiatives.
A total of 189 participants from 28 districts across the country attended the
conference. These included members of parliament, senior officials from government
ministries, local government leaders, civil society leaders, researchers,
academicians, CHF schemes promoters, community health insurance beneficiaries,
private companies, and healthcare providers, among others.
Dr Babyo Segun Fatunmbi delivered the keynote address on behalf of the WHO
Country Representative while Dr Charles Olaro, the Director Clinical Services in the
Ministry of Health officially opened the conference on behalf of the State Minister for
Health. Mr Bernard Mujuni, the Commissioner for Equity and Rights in the Ministry
of Gender, Labour and Social Development, represented the State Minister for
Gender and Culture at the official closing ceremony.
Discussions and outcomes
The presentations and discussions focused on: (1) Current status of community
health financing in Uganda; (2) The proposed Luwero District Community Health
Insurance Scheme (LDCHIS); (3) The proposed National Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS); (4) Impact of affordable technology and new innovations in managing
(collecting contributions, members and benefits) voluntary schemes for the informal
sector; (5) Impact of systems, structures and technology for efficient implementation
of social protection initiatives in the informal sector; (6) Assessment of strategies
employed by governments to make it easy for informal sector families to access
community health insurance, National Health Insurance Scheme and other Social
Protection initiatives; and (7) Strategies how the informal sector can access
community health insurance, National Health Insurance Scheme and other social
protection initiatives.
Some of the outcomes/ emerging issues from the conference were:
1. Create awareness and extend community health insurance (CHI) coverage to all
regions in Uganda beyond the current 17 districts covered.
2. Luwero District local government to follow through the approval of the Luwero
District Local Government Community Health Insurance Ordinance 2017
currently with the Solicitor General and Support its implementation.
3. SHU will work with partners to set up a task team to review the progress of the
current NHIS Bill and make recommendation on the most appropriate step to take
which may include continued pursuit of the current Bill through to presentation in
Parliament or preparation of a private members bill.

4. Adapt CHI schemes to technology (such as mobile telecom platforms for
enrolment and verification of beneficiaries) and to strategies (such as: single
bigger pools as opposed to small fragmented ones; having robust target
population data bases; categorizing the target population and billing them for
insurance equitably) to reduce costs, improve efficiency and move away from
expensive ways of running CHI
It was announced that the 4th National CHF conference will take place in November
2019 in Luwero District if the District successfully gets its ordinance approved by the
solicitor general and starts implementing the District Community Health Insurance
Scheme.

